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The Craft and Art of Clay, by leading ceramics teacher Susan Peterson, is the most comprehensive

available guide to modern ceramics, packed with step-by-step illustrations of ceramic techniques to

guide the beginner as well as inspirational ceramic pieces from contemporary potters from around

the world. This completely revised fourth edition contains more than 150 new illustrations and

includes profiles of key ceramists who have influenced the field, new material on marketing

ceramics on the internet, and added coverage of paperclays, using gold, and alternative glazes.

This is the one book no ceramist, whether novice or expert, can do without. --This text refers to the

Hardcover edition.
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This is a great book for anyone who wants to work with clay. It is clearly written with prospective and

actual studio potters in mind.The book originally came out in 1992, and is now in its fourth edition.

And, after mentioning some safety issues, it has plenty of instructional material on how to shape

clay, and what tools to use. There are sections on hand building: pinching, coil building, and slab

building. Then there's plenty about the technique of "throwing" clay on a potter's wheel, with nice

sequences of photos. This takes plenty of skill and practice! As the author says, the wheel is very

sensuous, rhythmic, and hypnotic. Peterson is always warning us to treat clay properly: if you attack

it in one way and then hit it from another direction in the same place, you may find cracks there in

firing, induced by the strains you imposed on it. It's simply wrong to overwork clay.Still, many potters

and artists like to produce many objects with the same overall shape. And that means making and



using molds made from plaster, and making casting slips, so Peterson shows us quite a bit about

these. After this comes a discussion of decoration. This involves artistry and visualization.There is a

good discussion of types of clays, and explanations of what earthenware, stoneware, and porcelain

are. We're shown different types of clay bodies, including terra sigillata and raku (a process which

requires a clay body that has some dirt mixed in with it to make it porous enough to avoid thermal

shock). And there is a wonderful chapter on glazes. Following that, there is plenty about kilns and

firing, including using cones, inconel tubes, and pyrometers to measure temperature.
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